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APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO 

RELOCATE THE WADSWORTH - CLAYTON 
CEMETERY 

LAMAR COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMITTED TO: 
  

 Lamar County Board of Commissioners 
408 Thomaston Street, Suite E 

Barnesville, Georgia 30204 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

City of Barnesville 
109 Forsyth Street 

Barnesville, Georgia 30204 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 May 2017 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Barnesville proposes to disinter and relocate graves from the 
Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery in western Lamar County, Georgia. The 
Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery is an abandoned cemetery that is threatened by 
proposed industrial development (Figure 1). The cemetery was delineated by 
archaeologists from Southern Research, Historic Preservation Consultants, Inc. 
(Southern Research) of Waverly Hall, Georgia in April 2017. The delineation 
determined that approximately 103 individuals may be buried in the cemetery.  
 
Georgia Code OCGA Title 36, Chapter 72 requires a permit from the local 
governing body before any disturbances including disinterment can begin. This 
permit application follows the guidelines and requirements of OCGA 36- 72- 5 
for a permit application to the Lamar County Board of Commissioners. 
 
The Archibald Wadsworth family began to be buried in the cemetery as early as 
1839. Archibald Wadsworth was buried there in 1856 and as many as a dozen 
family members may be present. In addition to the Wadsworth family graves, 
there may be African-American slaves and freedmen as well as a mass grave with 
thirty or so victims of a civil war era train wreck. 
 
Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery is located on top of a prominent hill west of the 
Old Milner Road in a cattle pasture. There are no monuments or marked graves 
across the hilltop and only a few fieldstone markers are present. Figures 2 and 5 
show the conditions at the cemetery in April 2017. 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of the Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery. 

Barnesville 
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Figure 2. Google Earth Imagery from April 2017. 
 

 
Figure 3. View of Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery Looking West. 
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Figure 4. Example of a Grave Marked with a Quartzite Fieldstone at the 
Wadsworth – Clayton Cemetery. 
 

 
Figure 5. Example of a Grave Marked with a Quartzite Ledger at the Wadsworth 
– Clayton Cemetery. 
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EVIDENCE OF OWNERSHIP 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
 

The City of Barnesville engaged Southern Research, Historic Preservation 
Consultants, Inc. in Waverly Hall, Georgia to conduct an Archaeological Survey of 
the Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery. In April 2017 the Southern Research 
archaeologists used careful surface searching, probing, intensive metal detecting, 
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and shallow hand dug excavations to delineate 
graves in the cemetery. The archaeological survey determined that as many as 
103 graves may be present in the cemetery. Figures 6 and 7 show the GPR Survey 
in progress and the map of its results. 
 

 
Figure 6. The Ground Penetrating Radar Survey at the Wadsworth – Clayton 
Cemetery. 
 

 
Figure 7. A Map Showing the Possible Graves (Purple Rectangles) and other 
Features Located by the Archaeological Survey. 
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Shallow hand dug excavations confirmed that the GPR Survey discovered graves 
at the cemetery. Figure 8 shows the faint stains of three graves just below the 
ground’s surface in an area where the GPR indicated over a dozen possible 
graves. 
 

 
Figure 8. A View of the Shallow Excavations looking Northeast in Grid Square 
990-995N, 995-1000E. There are Three Graves Outlined that show up as Faint 
Stains just below the Ground’s Surface. 
 
The full Archaeological Survey Report by Southern Research is appended to this 
application (Appendix I). 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND SURVEYORS PLAT 
 
The Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery is owned by the City of Barnesville. Below is 
a legal description of the property with a surveyor's plat: 
 

 
Figure 5. Property Description and Survey Plat of the Wadsworth – Clayton 
Cemetery. 
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PLAN FOR NOTIFYING DESCENDENTS 
 
Southern Research, Historic Preservation Consultants, Inc. is working with the 
City of Barnesville to identify the Wadsworth family’s descendants. The firm’s 
Principal Historian and a professional genealogist are researching the Archibald 
and Clarissa Wadsworth family history to assist in identifying the family's 
descendants interred in the Wadsworth - Clayton Cemetery.  This will allow the 
concerns and comments of any descendants and any other interested parties who 
may have ancestors buried in the Cemetery (ie. slave descendents and 
descendents of Civil War soldiers) to be considered.  Avenues and historical 
sources that may be pursued in an effort to find living descendents of those 
buried in the Wadsworth Cemetery include: 
 
 - US Federal Census  
  Population, farm and slave schedules 
 
 - Lamar & Pike County Court records: 
  Tax Assessor’s Office 
  Tax records 
  Inferior Court  
   Wills,  
   Probates of estates,  
   Death and marriage licenses,  
   Homestead exemption lists  
  Superior Court 
   Deeds 
   Liens 
   Civil suits 
 
 - Archived Newspapers 
  Macon Telegraph, Daily Constitutionalist (Augusta), Barnesville  
  Gazette and any other pertinent ones reporting on events in the  
  Barnesville area 
 
 - Local Historical Societies 
 
 - Local Library Archives 
  County histories (especially for Pike and Lamar counties) 
  Family histories 
 
 - Ancestry.com 
  Census 
  Family records  
  Message boards 
   
 - RootsWeb.com database and “Ancestry community” database  
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 - Genweb.com/  
  Search databases for Wadsworth descendents  
  
 - Civil War Military Records (Pertinent to the 1864 train wreck near the  
  Wadsworth property 
 
  -Public Contact/Outreach 
  Run notices in local newspapers in Lamar, Pike, Meriwether,  
   Upson, and Spalding Counties 
  Local African American Community groups 
  Message Board Notices on Ancestry.com and RootsWeb.com  
  Notices on Genweb.com 
  Local Civil War organizations (ie. Sons of Civil War Veterans, etc)  
  Informant interviews of local knowledgeable persons  
  Post notices through local historical societies 
  Post notice through Georgia Historical Society 
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DISINTERMENT AND RELOCATION PLAN 
 
It is not possible to avoid or protect the Wadsworth – Clayton Cemetery from the 
proposed industrial development. OCGA 36 - 72 - 15 provides for the relocation 
of burials and burial objects to an offsite location in such cases. When the 
cemetery is relocated, all work will be supervised by Southern Research’s 
Principal Archaeologist who is experienced in mortuary studies and is a 
Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA). He will be assisted by a staff of 
seven professional archaeologists with extensive experience in mortuary 
archaeology. Based upon the survey, as many as 100 individuals may be 
disinterred and relocated. The total number will depend upon how many graves 
are discovered during the process. The effort is estimated to take from five to 
eight weeks. 
 
The plan for disinterment and relocation will involve the following tasks and 
efforts: 
 
 - The disinterment of the burials and burial objects will be off limits to all but 
Southern Research personnel, representatives of the City of Barnesville and Wadsworth 
family descendants. No media representatives or onlookers will be present. Security 
during off hours will be arranged for by the City of Barnesville. 
 
 - The process begins by using a smooth bucket on a backhoe to strip the first one 
foot of top soil from the cemetery. This will not intrude into any graves but will allow the 
top of the grave shafts to be exposed. A Southern Research archaeologist with extensive 
heavy equipment experience will do this work. 
 
 - Once all the graves, known and newly discovered, are mapped, the backhoe will 
be used to carefully remove the grave shaft fill to a point just above each coffin. This 
point is what archaeologists refer to as the shelf or ledge and marks the point where the 
coffin will be encountered. 
 
 - The hand excavation of the contents of the grave will use small tools such as 
masonry pointing trowels, shovels, brushes and ¼ inch screens. 
 
 - The remains of each individual will be recorded on a Burial Form that will 
describe the skeletal elements and their condition with particular attention to details that 
may aid in the determination of sex and age at time of death. An example of this form is 
appended to this application (Appendix 2). The precise location of each grave will be 
recorded.  
 
 - The human remains, essence soil, coffin remains, and coffin hardware will be 
placed in boxes measuring 1 x 1 x 2 feet. 
 
 - Transportation of the re-boxed burials will be in enclosed vans travelling to the 
Greenwood Cemetery on Adams Street in Barnesville, Georgia.  
 
 - The remains will be reburied in the Greenwood Cemetery maintaining the same 
relative locations found on the original cemetery. 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Archaeological Survey Report 
 


